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http://www.kyoto-np.co.jp/kp/topics/2003mar/16/W20030316MWC3K100000060.html
-38-



3 19

Public Citizen -World Water Forum Photo Page
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World Water Forum - March 2003 Photo 5 6

Citizen killed by the privatized water pipe

(public pipe discarded in the background)

Corporate greed

htto://www.citizen.ora/cmep/Water/cmepn Water/articles.cfm?1D=9256

Corp Watch

C Holding Corporations Accountable

WATER WARS

Busting the Water Cartel

By: Holly Wren Spaulding  Posted: 03/27/2003

A report from inside the World Water Forum
on the showdown between water privatizers
and human rights activists.

htto://www.corpwatch.ora/issues/PID.isp?articleid=6109
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Corp Watch

Busting the Water Cartel

A Report From Iside the Activist Coalition at the World Water Forum

Dispatch By Holly Wren Spaulding  Special to CorpWatch March 27, 2003

A Tsunami of Opposition
The corporate agenda became more explicit as the weeklong summit progressed, catalyzing opposition around report entitled
"Financing Water For All." Chaired by Michel Camdessus, former Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund,

this document spurred what turned out to be one of the most heated confrontations of the week.

Trade unionists, members of International Rivers Network, and the Indigenous Network, joined other grassroots activists
and policy advocates to operate homemade "Lie Meters" throughout Camdessus' presentation of the report. These make shift
meters indicated the level of deceit on a color-coded scale, with red being the highest alert. Others held up large painted
clouds with the words "Agua es Vida" (Water is Life) and "El Agua es del Pueblo"(Water Belongs to the People) blazoned on

them. Speaking from the floor, Bolivian Human Rights activist Pablo Solon rejected the report's recommendations.

"We are not against this paragraph or that paragraph of the Camdessus Report. We are against the heart of the Camdessus
Report, because the heart of the report is that it does not have a heart," Solon charged. He pointed out that water

privatization policies, like the ones advocated by the Camdessus Report, have lead to riots and even deaths in Bolivia.

"You are not happy with taking us to war over oil. You want to take us to war over water too," observed an Argentinian trade
unionist. Noted Indian scholar and activist Vandana Shiva drew applause when she pointed out that "People do not drink
money, we drink water." Shortly thereafter, two large banners appeared on stage, one reading "World Water Council Mafia"
and the other, "No Profits from Water." On cue, about 100 civil society participants walked out by way of the stage, blocking

the presenters behind their expansive desks.

They passed Expo Center with banners, chants and "Water is Life" headbands finally
meeting up with a larger march outside organized by Japanese
activists.

In one final act of resistance, Canadian water activists and policy analysts Tony Clark and Maude Barlow were
among a group of campaigners who crashed the "members only" meeting held by the World Water Council. They
announced that more than two hundred organizations had signed on to the Water is Life Alternative Vision
Statement. The statement is meant to counter the World Water Forum's vision of water as a commodity and

source of profits.

Meanwhile, in the days following the World Water Forum grassroots activists have returned to their local struggles from El
Salvador to Ghana, Detroit and New Zealand, from Tanzania, Nicaragua and India to the Netherlands. They vowed to
continue developing alternatives to the models offered by the Water Barons. As Vandana Shiva noted, "For every really

terrible thing they give us, we must come up with something really beautiful ."

Holly Wren Spaulding is a member of the Sweetwater Alliance, a group fighting a Nestle water bottling

operation in Michigan. http://www.corpwatch.org/issues/PID.jsp?articleid=6109
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